
Harlem Township Zoning Commission 

3883 South State Route 605 

Galena, Ohio 43021 

 

August 8, 2022 

 

Chair, Mike Kabler, called the August 8, 2022, monthly meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.  Mr. 

Kabler asked for a roll call of members. 

 

Members Present: Virginia Lewis, Tom Nied, Mike Kabler, Joni Manson 

Alternate Present: Bruce Hamill 

Alternate Absent: Brittany Hoperich 

Secretary:  Sherrie Steele 

Zoning Inspector: Matt Kurz via Zoom 

BZA Members: Jim Steelesmith 

Public Present: Bob Singer via Zoom 

 

Mr. Kabler stated Mr. Hamill would sit on the Commission this evening due to a vacancy on the 

Board.  Mr. Kabler introduced Commission members. 

 

Mr. Kabler asked if there were any comments or questions from the public. 

 

Jim Steelesmith stated he was a member of the BZA and a member of the Strategic Planning 

Committee.  Mr. Steelesmith stated he had a list of questions for the Commission, so he would 

be better prepared to answer questions from the developers coming into the township.  Mr. 

Steelesmith stated Mr. Nied had sent him a spreadsheet which answered several of the questions.   

 

Mr. Steelesmith asked regarding R-2 zoning, which allows for 1 acre lots with water and sewer, 

can these lots be subdivided?  Mr. Kabler stated the township cannot approve anything under R-2 

zoning without sewer.   

 

Mr. Steelesmith asked if two contiguous property owners can combine land to meet the 40-acre 

requirement for a PUD under Article X.  Commission members stated the property owners 

would need to combine the land into one parcel to meet the 40-acre requirement. 

 

Mr. Steelesmith referred to C-1 zoning and asked if a property could have its own septic system.  

Mr. Kabler stated the septic system would have to be approved by the county.  Mr. Steelesmith 

asked if a Planned Commercial District (PCD) is on a smaller scale can they have their own 

septic system without central sewer.  Mr. Kabler stated yes. 

 

Mr. Kabler stated the Commission is trying to promote planned developments. 

 

Mr. Steelesmith stated he is trying to help make the current zoning code work as development 

begins in the township. 

 

Mr. Kabler asked Mr. Kurz if he had anything to report to the Commission.  Mr. Kurz stated 

since he spoke with the Commission last week there had been one additional permit issued for an 

accessory building.  Mr. Kurz stated there will be discussion of the O’Farrell property as well as 

the property on Harlem Road at the August Trustees meeting. 

 

Mr. Kurz stated there had been a report filed with Children’s Services for the property on Hatch 

Road.  Mr. Kurz stated the county will be looking into the report. 

 

Mr. Kabler stated he sent emails to Joe Clase and Scott Sanders.  Mr. Kabler stated the email to 

Mr. Clase was a follow up to inquire about the decision of the property owners at their board 

meeting for the former Fling property at Harlem and Gorsuch Roads.  Mr. Kabler stated he had 

not yet heard back from Mr. Clase. 

 

Mr. Kabler stated he had emailed Scott Sanders regarding referencing the ORC in the Harlem 

Township Zoning Resolution.  Mr. Kabler had asked if the township should reference the code 

and if there would be any issues if this was done. 

 



Mr. Kabler stated he had received an email from the attorney working for the Kopalas regarding 

the approval of the rezone on the Witter property and how to appeal the decision.  Mr. Kabler 

stated he had forwarded the process for a referendum to their attorney. 

 

Mr. Nied updated the Commission on the Strategic Planning Committee.  Mr. Nied stated Mr. 

Ciminello is working with the Edge Group which is a group of urban planners and architects.  

They have identified several contiguous parcels in the southern portion of the township.  There 

was discussion of a 200’ buffer of trees and prairie grass along Miller-Paul Road, State Route 

605 and Robins Road.   

 

Mr. Kabler asked if there was anything under New Business.  Commission members had nothing 

under New Business. 

 

Commission members reviewed the minutes of the August 1, 2022, monthly meeting for 

corrections.  Ms. Manson made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 1, 2022, monthly 

meeting as corrected.  Ms. Lewis seconded the motion.  Mr. Kabler asked for a voice vote on the 

motion, all ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Commission members continued to work on updating the proposed language changes to Article 

8.   

 

Ms. Lewis made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Nied seconded the motion.  Mr. Kabler asked for a 

voice vote on the motion, all ayes. Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherrie Steele, Secretary 

 

 

 

____________________________________ _________________________________ 

Mike Kabler, Chair     Joni Manson, Vice Chair 

 

 

 


